DISCOVER...

Bologna
Revealed

Bologna
Accommodation,
a
reality
of
Business
&
Holiday
rental,
has
been
dedicating
itself
for
years
with
great
attention and care to the management of
apartments for short stays and tours in
Bologna's area.
Our apartments are designed to give our
guests a comfortable and pleasant overnight
experience, in a safe and clean space like
home, during which you can enjoy business
trips, holidays with family and friends.
Our tours lead to the discovery of the city,
enhance its most hidden and unique aspects,
and aim at involvement with the local life.
Our experiences are a journey through time
to get to know the most mysterious and
fascinating medieval city in Italy, between
stories and laughter, sips of coffee and wine,
we will let you explore the Dolce Vita of
Bologna.
We thought of this guide to introduce the
city and give you a starting point for your
itinerary. We hope you enjoy it.
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The origin of the word travel is lost in
history. The word travel derives from
the French “travail”, the semantic
development may have been via the
notion of "go on a difficult journey,"
but it also may reflect the difficulty of
any journey in the Middle Ages.
Its more general meaning, travel is
the action of moving to go from one
place to another.
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Felsina, Bononia, The “erudite”, The “red”, the “fat”,
a city older than Rome ... A city that hides traces
of the Iron Age, of the Etruscan civilization, of the
Roman era. A true treasure of Italian culture
which, despite its long and interesting history,
remains for tourists and also for Italians an
unknown city.
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The origins of Bologna lie in the 11th century BC.
when a small village was founded at the foot of
the hills in the area where the city is today. Its
name is unknown but it is known that the
beginning of a stable settlement and the first
commercial relations is due to the Umbrians who
populated the area.
In the 6th century BC the city is conquered by the
Etruscans, one of the most advanced peoples of
Central Italy. In short, the city becomes one of the
most important in the Po Valley. The Etruscans
call it Felsina or Velzna. The name probably
means "fertile land". Although Bologna has
changed its name, the adjective "felsineo" still
remains in modern use as a synonym for
"Bolognese". The conquest by the Etruscans
changed the face of the city a lot: large brick
buildings were built, the marshy lands dried up
nearby and the canals that connect Bologna with
the Adriatic Sea opened.
Etruscan domination lasts about 200 years. In
358-54 BC Bologna is conquered by the Celtic
population of the Galli Boi who will then be
defeated by the Romans in 189 BC. which will
make Bologna a Roman colony.
The Romans call the city Bononia. According to
different versions, the name is taken from the
name of the tribe itself (Boi) or from the Celtic
word "bona", which presumably means "city" or
"fortified place".
With the Romans Bononia grows in importance
and value becoming not only a major city but
also one of the richest in the area.
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Symbol of its importance is the famous Via
Emilia, built in 187 BC. by Consul Marco
Emilio Lepido to connect Piacenza to Rimini
and reach the Via Flaminia which led to
Rome. The Roman city was set according to
a very regular scheme, based on two main
roads: the cardinal maximum, which went
from north to south (via Galliera - via Val
d'Aposa), and the decumanus maximum,
directed from east to west (via Rizzoli - via
Ugo Bassi).
In 88 BC its legal status changes: from
colony it becomes a municipality and its
citizens acquire Roman citizenship. In the
first century BC period of the emperor
Augustus, Bologna developed from an urban
point of view, the most significant work of
this period is the underground aqueduct
that conveys the waters from the Setta
stream near Sasso Marconi and makes them
reach the gates of the city along a tunnel of
18 km.
Thanks
to
the
aqueduct
and
the
development of urban underground canals,
water is an element that proves to be
essential both for paleo-industrial activities
and for ornamental works. So much so that
in 1563, with the aim of enhancing the water
system of the city, a new aqueduct and a
bronze fountain is designed by the architect
Tommaso Laureti which, sculpted by the
genius of Giambologna, represents the god
Neptune.
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P A T R O N
S A I N T

Petronius Bishop of Bologna in the fifth century AD has the role of citizen
'rebuilder'. With him Churches, walls of selenite and buildings demolished after
the invasion of the Hungarians returns to their good state. His is the conception
of the basilica of S.Stefano and the complex of the seven churches, located in
what can be considered the most splendid square in Europe.
Petronius is also considered the defender against imperial arrogance, and the
champion of institutional political and ecclesiastical autonomy; thanks to his
works and the relics he conducted in the city after a trip to Jerusalem, he
obtained Theodosius II privileium Studii, which allows the legitimate boast of
having, as a royal city, its own university.
This is worth, in the mid-thirteenth century, the decision of the Municipality of
Bologna to raise Petronius to the dignity of main patron of the city (replacing San
Pietro) who in 1388 decided to raise the large basilica named after him in Piazza
Maggiore.
In traditional iconography Petronius is depicted in episcopal clothes and at a
mature age, following the image of the bishop with a white beard and wise and
paternal appearance, he is distinguished by the presence of a model of the city
of Bologna in his hand, at his feet or supported by angels.
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S . S T E F A N O
S Q U A R E

The complex of the seven churches in
Piazza S.Stefano was erected by Petronius,
between 430 and 450, over a pre-existing
temple dedicated to Isis, with the aim of
imitating the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem.
Despite the different typologies, numerous
interventions, restorations and remakes, the
group of churches reveals a consolidated
stylistic homogeneity that makes it the most
interesting Romanesque monument in the
city.
The oldest of the churches dates back to the
4th century BC. and is dedicated to Saints
Vitale and Agricola. Then comes the church
of the Holy Sepulcher dated to the fifth
century: here
was discovered in a cell
surmounted by an altar with a pulpit the
tomb of San Petronio.
The church of the Crucifix, which is also the
entrance to the complex, has Lombard
origins and dates back to the 8th century,
In the years 1000-1100 the Benedictine
monks built the bell tower, the cloister, a
large monastery and a new church.
Inside you can also admire the courtyard of
Pilate, with a marble basin.

B A S I L I C A

O F

S . P E T R O N I O

The basilica of San Petronio is the best known churches in the city and the
most dear to the Bolognese, because it dominates the main square.
Majestic, it is among the 5 largest churches in Italy. Its construction began at
the end of the 14th century and lasted a long time, passing through
numerous architects and projects.
The construction was started in 1390 under the direction of Antonio di
Vincenzo. In 1514 Arduino degli Arriguzzi proposed a new Latin cross model
that would have exceeded the size of the church of San Pietro in Rome, but
Pius IV blocked the realization of this megalomaniac dream, urging the
works for the construction of the new university building, the Archiginnasio.
Even the facade remained unfinished, partially covered in marble by
Giacomo Ranuzzi from 1538. The interior of the temple, built in different
periods, is divided into three naves on which twenty-two open chapels were
decorated by artists including Francesco Francia, Lorenzo Costa,
Parmigianino, Donato Creti.
E V E R Y T H I N G
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"Often, returning to my
accommodation in Bologna,
through these long arcades,
the soul exalted by those
beautiful eyes that I had just
seen, passing in front of
those
buildings
whose
masses the moon drew, I
occured to stop, oppressed
by happiness, to say to me:
How beautiful it is! "
(Stendhal)
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The heart of the city, Piazza
Maggiore
is
the
result
of
centuries-old
transformations
that make it gradually full of
important buildings: the Basilica
of San Petronio, the Palazzo dei
Notai, the Palazzo d'Accursio, the
Palazzo del Podestà and the
Palazzo dei Banchi.
Since the Middle Ages it has been
the scene of popular festivals,
public executions and the place
where markets were held.
In the year 1200 the Municipality
began to acquire houses and land
to build the square which, on the
one hand, was to represent the
importance of the municipal
institution and, on the other, to
bring together the various city
activities.
It is one of the very first, if not the
first, squares to be built in Italy
after the fall of the Roman
Empire, when the "squares" were
the basilicas and the forums.
It is precisely in this period that in
Italy we return to the concept of
"square" as a public meeting
place and aggregation.
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From the 11th to the 13th centuries Bologna
experienced a further building expansion,
in this period tower-houses and arcades
were
built,
commercial
exchanges
increased thanks to the canals present in
the city, the population grew to 60,000
inhabitants so as to make Bologna the fifth
European city by population (after
Cordova, Paris, Venice and Florence).
All the buildings of the city are made using
a brick of a typical red color from which
the name of Bologna as "The Red".
The first architectural heritage of the
arcades dates back to 1041. The University
of Bologna attracted many students and
academics to the city, but the strong
increase in the population was also due to
immigration from the nearby countryside.
Soon, a real housing emergency was faced,
and the need was felt to invent a new
urban space. Thus, the citizens decided to
increase the cubic capacity of their houses,
expanding the upper floors with the
creation of wooden protrusions supported
by the extension of the supporting beams
of the attic. Over time, the jetties increased
in size, so it was necessary to build support
columns from below, which prevented
their collapse. This was how the arcades
were born.

M I D D L E A G E
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The towers of Bologna, structures with both military
and noble functions of medieval origin, are one of
the most characteristic features of the city.
Between the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the
number of towers erected in the city was very large:
in the time of maximum flowering there were up to
100, today 22 have survived, the two most famous
towers are the Asinelli Tower and that of the
Garisenda .
A predominantly residential destination (but at the
same time defensive) were instead the so-called
tower houses, of an average lower height, equipped
with multiple openings, a often rectangular plan and
less thick walls.
In addition to the towers and tower houses, some
"torresotti" are still visible, fortifications erected at
the gates of the second circle of walls of the XII
century (Torresotti or Mille walls), which was almost
completely demolished.

The first to deal carefully with the Bolognese towers
was Count Giovanni Gozzadini, senator of the
Kingdom of Italy, who in the 19th century dealt
extensively with the history of the city.
From his count emerged the amazing number of 180
towers, not all of them were gigantic, most were
presumably on 24-25 meters, which compared to the
low houses of the time already made a great
impression.
Among the surviving towers we can mention the
Azzoguidi Tower, called Altabella (61 meters high),
the Prendiparte Tower, called Coronata (59.50 m),
the Scappi towers (39 m), Uguzzoni (32 m),
Guidozagni, Galluzzi .

T R A C E

T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y

Great impulse for growth and development, both
cultural and economic, comes from the birth of
the university in 1088. The oldest University in
Europe. Doctors and internationally renowned
student have been studying and teaching here for
almost a millennium. Due to this fact the third
nickname "La Dotta".
Over the centuries, an inseparable union has been
created between the city and the university, based
on various relationships both at institutional and
city level, which leaves deep traces.
It is interesting to discover some of the historical
places of study and research that made it famous
all over the world. The studium, as the primordial
nucleus of the University of Bologna, did not have
a permanent location until the mid-sixteenth
century. Therefore the ancient doctors kept their
readings in their own houses or in rooms rented
by the municipality.
Not far away is the College of Spain, which housed
students from the Iberian peninsula.
The route cannot fail to pass through the Tombe
dei Glossatori, located in the squares adjacent to
the churches of San Francesco and San Domenico.
Inside the "Quadrilatero", from the square in front
of the church of Santa Maria della Vita, you reach
the portico of the ancient Hospital of Death,
frequented by medical students.
Not
far
away
stands
the
Palazzo
dell’Archiginnasio, requested by Pius IV in 1561 to
bring together all the studium schools in a single
location.
The university headquarters was later transferred
in 1802 by Napoleon to Palazzo Poggi, in via
Zamboni.
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T O
W E

K N O W

M O R E

R E C C O M M E N D . . . :

Discover
the
narrow streets of
the historic center
through a visit to
the
most
representative
places
of
Bolognesità,
typical
Romagna
street
food
and
much more

https://bolognaaccommodation.it/p
asseggiata-alla-scoperta-dibologna/
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Over 50 museums, in a city full of
events
and
frequented
by
characters who with their legacy
have made Bologna's big name:
Dall'arca, Giambologna, Morandi,
Blu, The cinema under the stars.

C O M P L E X
D E L L A

O F

S . M A R I A

V I T A

Built in the 13th century, the complex was
originally made up of the hospital and the
church.
To erect them, Riniero Barcobini Fasani, a
Perugian who in 1260 arrived in the city with
twenty thousand people in tow founded the
Confraternity of the Battuti Bianchi and
establishes a hospital for the care and
assistance of the sick and pilgrims. Starting
from 1801 other hospitals in Bologna also
flowed into the Great Hospital of Life and
Death, until 1814, the year in which the
complex assumed the new name of Ospedale
Maggiore, which was then razed to the ground
by the bombings of 1943.
The Sanctuary and its appurtenances
constitute the heart of the historical center of
Bologna, the so-called Quadrilatero
The church, with the dome designed by
Bibiena, is the most important example of
Bolognese Baroque; inside it houses the
famous Lamentation over the Dead Christ by
Niccolò dell’Arca, that "stone scream", as
Gabriele D’Annunzio defined it, which has
influenced the history of Italian culture so
much.
Next to the church is the Oratory, where it is
possible to admire the sculptural group of the
Transit of the Virgin by Alfonso Lombardi, and
the Museum of Health and Assistance.

A R T

A R O U N D
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From 1564 to 1881 "Neptune" was the
only "good" source of water in the city
of Bologna, as it came directly from
the hilly springs of the Remonda and
Valverde.
The fountain is the arrival point of a
complex hydraulic system, which for
three centuries has represented the
beauty and sense of power of the city
and its rulers.
The water supply to the fountain is
provided by the collection of Mario's
baths, an octagonal Renaissance
underground cistern.
Pope Pius IV, his Cardinal Legato
Borromeo
commissioned
the
architect Laureti and the sculptor
Giambologna to build this work,
giving the city an important reference
for both Bolognese citizens and
tourists from all over the world.
The fountain boasts 38 spouts and is
composed of a marble tub of
beautiful architecture, dominating it
is the Statue of a Giant, Neptune 3.20
meters high and weighing 22 quintals.
At the corners four Nymphs, or Sirens,
generously lavish water lapilli. Above,
four Putti handle four Dolfini and
among these the Faces depict the
four Winds, in a bronze triumph.
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N E P T U N E
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N A T U R E S

MAMbo is, since 2007, the Museum of Modern Art in Bologna, home of the
Institution of Modern Art Galleries in Bologna, which also includes the
Museum and Casa Morandi, Museum for the Memory of Ustica, Villa delle
Rose and Residence for artists Sandra Natali.
The museum, which stands on the former bread oven, traces the history of
Italian art from the post-war period to the present day and is constantly being
renewed. Alongside the Permanent Collection, large monographic exhibitions
are organized dedicated to important Italian and foreign artists. Since 2012,
moreover, MAMbo has temporarily hosted the collections of the Morandi
Museum.
Giorgio Morandi is certainly one of the best known and original protagonists
of twentieth-century Italian painting and is considered among the greatest
world engravers of the century.
Morandi who was born in Bologna on 20 July 1890 has practically never
moved from Bologna or Grizzana, a town on the Apennines where he spent
his summers and which since 1985 is called Grizzana Morandi in his honor.
Always the same, but always different, Morandi does not look for new themes.
His painting is a patient, deep, intellectual meditation of objects. Morandi in
fact deepens its rhythm, the outlines, the reflections.

A R T

S T R E E T

A R T

Bologna is the "ideal city" for street art and
the Milan-Bologna-Rome axis to study
developments like this still stands firm.
Francesca Alinovi, in 1984, organized the
exhibition “Frontier art: New York Graffiti” at
the GAM in Bologna, a fundamental event for
the subsequent Bolognese and Italian artistic
developments. Haring, Basquiat, Cutrone,
Futura 2000 for the first time exhibited in a
city with fertile soil, full of students, political
writings, murals dating back to the student
revolts of 1977, with Claudio Corsello and
Zomas, street artists of the first hour, who
they took their first steps cautiously in the
city.
In 2016 Bologna promoted street art with two
initiatives: one for the former Bolognese
zincaturificio (an abandoned factory) called
R.U.S.C.O. and the second, "100 different
walls", via Stalingrado, an almost obligatory
transit for those arriving in the city from the
highway and the ring road, a road that had
been gray and covered with tags until then.
Thanks to the R.U.S.Co project, created by the
Serendippo association, in October 2017
fourteen artists painted the walls of the
multifunctional structure recently named
after the partisan William Michelini, located
precisely in via Gorki between house numbers
6 and 16.

A R O U N D
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The Bologna Film Library is one of
the most important European film
libraries.
The Cineteca has become, thanks to
its laboratory L'Immagine Ritrovata,
an internationally recognized center
in the field of film conservation and
restoration.
It
preserves
over
46,000
cinematographic films, mainly in 35
mm and 16 mm, but also in Super 8
and other smaller formats such as
video discs
Among the most important projects,
the Chaplin Project concerning the
entire archive of documents and
films of Charlie Chaplin.
In summer, over 50 evenings are
dedicated every year to the cinema
in Piazza Maggiore, giving thousands
of people an unrepeatable and
breathtaking spectacle.
Undoubtedly the most beautiful
open-air cinema in the world stands
out for its richness: there are films to
be seen and reviewed, films in the
original language and masterpieces
restored for a summer that can also
be enjoyed on the big screen.
Also the Arena Puccini, historical
outdoor cinema in Bologna, offers a
rich film program until September.
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Talking about Bologna without mentioning
the fervent musical reality that distinguishes
it is practically impossible. Especially since,
in 2006, it was declared "Creative City of
Music" by UNESCO.
Walking through the streets of the center,
the Bolognese toponymy makes us
understand how much this city has, in its
history, the culture of music.
For example, in the heart of the city we find
Piazza Verdi, where the imposing Municipal
Theater stands, which in the past has
repeatedly hosted the "premieres" of the
famous opera player.
Continuing the walk in the adjacent via
Petroni and via Belle Arti, one cannot help
but
notice
some
shops
displaying
handmade violins; this is the tangible reality
of what was the violinmaking art in Bologna,
which has medieval origins, but lives the
climax of the activity in the nineteenth
century.
During the seventeenth century, various
academies were founded, with the aim of
further promoting musical activity, and also
of increasing education on the theory and
practice of music.
The famous Philharmonic Academy comes
to life in these years, and will be a meeting
place for musical personalities from all over
Europe, such as Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
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Bolognese

cuisine,

reverence,
deserves

hear

about
do

because
it."

a
it

(Pellegrino

Artusi)
Recipes, typical products,
ingredients, and places to
taste them
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If you are in Bologna it is imperative
to taste the egg pasta, otherwise go
home. Where do you start?
The tortellino that contains many
stories in its goodness and even
more legends written and sung. His
name (in the Bolognese dialect
turtlén, in Modenese turtlèin)
marks the dispute over his
paternity between the city of
Bologna and Modena.
Passatelli are born in country
farmhouses. The peasant, "zdaura",
prepared this dish using an
instrument known as "iron for
passatelli", which has disappeared
over time. Today it is replaced by
the potato masher.
In order to be perfect, the
tagliatella, strictly accompanied
with meat sauce, must be 8
millimeters wide, corresponding to
the 12,270th part of the Asinelli
tower (raw about 7 mm).
And then, the gramigna whose
origin is mysterious, its history
almost not documented at all, but
one thing is certain: similar to a
short
curled
bucatino,
the
gramigna is found in the menus of
all the Bolognese restaurants.
Do you think it ends here?
If you miss lasagna, garganelli,
cappellacci, balanzoni, then you
are just cialtroni.
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In her place of origin, Mrs. Mortadella, if
she isn't not taking place to the table, she
will resent!
The origins of Mortadella are to be found
in the territories of the ancient Etruscan
Felsina and the Bonomia of the Galli Boi,
rich in oak woods that provided tasty
acorns to the numerous local, wild and
domesticated pigs.
In the Archaeological Museum of
Bologna the first evidence of what is
believed to have been a manufacturer of
mortadella: a stele from the Roman
imperial era in which seven pigs brought
to pasture are depicted on one side and a
mortar with pestle on the other.
Here also they will introduce you to his
sister and brother: Salame rosa and Lyon.
By cutting a slice of Salame Rosa, in fact,
you can instantly perceive a tender scent,
which will immediately bring to mind
the delicacy of the Sunday roast.
Lyon, on the other hand, is ancient,
typical of the Bolognese gastronomic
tradition, already present in the city since
1624, but much less known than the
"older sister".
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Three typical dishes of the Bolognese
culinary tradition that you certainly
should not miss are: the crescentine,
the friggione and the Bolognese
cutlet.
Dough made from flour, lard, milk,
mineral water, brewer's yeast and salt,
traditionally fried in lard: in Bologna,
this bulging specialty with a thin
dough is called crescentina. It can be
enjoyed as an appetizer or a tasty
snack, along with typical local cold
cuts.
In Bologna it is said that "al frizan le
bòn con tot" ("friggione is good with
everything") and in fact, according to
taste, it is consumed in the most
varied ways.
As a condiment, as an appetizer on
croutons, together with polenta,
simply as a side dish, and even as a
pasta dressing
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Among the oldest typical Bolognese
dishes, the Bolognese or "Petronian"
cutlet boasts a place of honor that has
prompted the Italian Academy of
Cuisine to deposit its original recipe at
the Bologna Chamber of Commerce.
Its origins? They are quite old. It is
believed to have been the protagonist
among the courses of some banquets
since the early 1600s.
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Among the typical sweets of Bolognese
cuisine, three recipes certainly stand
out.
The "Bolognese pinza", is a light and
crumbly dessert, which goes perfectly
with tea or a cup of coffee on winter
afternoons.
The Certosino also called panspeziale,
long-life food made from dried and
candied fruit, eaten in thin slices. The
original recipe is very old and dates
back to the Middle Ages when it was
made by apothecaries. This is the
traditional Bolognese Christmas cake,
whose invoice should start at least a
month before the holidays to offer the
best of its aromas. There are many
familiar variations of the recipe, often
enriched with dark chocolate.
The "rice cake", also known as "cake of
decorations", was institutionalized in
Bologna in 1470 to celebrate the socalled
"decorations",
or
the
arrangement, even aesthetic, of the
facades of houses, parish after parish,
every 10 years. A red cloth hung on the
windows. Rice cake is a baked dessert
consisting of rice, milk, sugar, amaretti,
candied fruit (generally cedar), almonds,
flavored with lemon zest and bitter
almond liqueur (armelline)..
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D E L I C A C I E S ?

Some special places to try and where to buy these treasures:
Restaurant
Osteria Bottega, via Santa Caterina, 51 | tel. 051 585111 |
Trattoria Biassanot, Via Piella, 16 | tel. 051 230644 |
Trattoria di Via Serra, Via Luigi Serra 9/b | tel. 051 6312330 |
Le Golosità di Nonna Aurora, Via Aristotile Fioravanti, 45/b, | 051 357919 |
Antica Osteria Romagnola, Via Rialto, 13 |tel. 051 263699 |
Drogheria della Rosa, Via Cartoleria, 10 | tel. 051 222529
Piadine and Crescioni
La tua Piadina, Via Borgonuovo, 17 | tel. 051 270959 |
Al vecchio Mulino, via Rialto 13 | tel. 051 220204
Ice cream
Galliera49, via Galliera, 49b | tel. 051 246736 |
Sorbetteria Castiglione, Via Castiglione, 44 | tel. 051 039 1207 |
Shops
SIMONI, via Pescherie Vecchie 3/b | tel. 051 231843 |
Paolo Atti&Figli, Via Caprarie, 7 | tel. 051 220425 |
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At any time of the year, like a
guitar string, it vibrates and
multiplies with events that
attract guests from all over
the world. In its lively
scenario Bologna is a surprise
that is renewed, always
different, always unique.
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Bologna Jazz Festival (abbreviated BJF) is considered the oldest
Italian music festival dedicated to jazz; It was founded in 1958. It
takes place annually in Bologna, with events also in Ferrara and
Modena, in November.
There are numerous initiatives that accompany the performances of
the jazz masters every year: from the inauguration in 2010 of the
Strada del jazz in via Caprarie and via degli Orefici in Bologna, to the
review of Jazz on the screen films, up to the exhibition "Faces &
Places - Men and places of jazz in Bologna "held at the Museum of
the History of Bologna in 2012.
Numerous high profile Italian and foreign musicians continue to
participate in the Bologna Jazz Festival every year, including: Steve
Grossman, Cassandra Wilson, Ray Mantilla, Chick Corea, Herbie
Hancock, Dave Holland, Stefano Bollani, Milton Nascimento, Rachelle
Ferrell, Sonny Rollins , Richard Galliano, Uri Caine, The Manhattan
Transfer, Pat Metheny, John McLaughlin etc.
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Artefiera is a modern and contemporary art fair that takes place every year
in Bologna in January. Over the years it has become one of the most
important events on the international art scene.
Over time, the fair has had increasing participation from Italian and
international galleries, collectors and the public.
In recent editions, the relationship with the city of Bologna, which hosts the
fair, has grown through a dense program of off events that took its name
before Art First and from 2013 of Art City, culminating with the white night
of art ( the Art White Night).
Art city white night arrives on time, like every year, on Saturday evening.
Shortly after the closing of the Fair, tens of thousands of fans can choose
from a vast range of events of all kinds, hosted in the most diverse types of
public and private spaces. From the beginning, in fact, the peculiarity of ART
CITY WHITE NIGHT has been to offer art not only in galleries and museums,
but also in clubs, shops, taverns, cafes, etc.
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Diverdeinverde is the unmissable opportunity to visit the hidden, if not
even secret, gardens of the historic center of Bologna and the parks of the
foothills and the nearby plain.
Every year in May, to allow everyone to enjoy this hidden slice of the city
reality, the gates of these unexpected treasures are opened wide.
The private gardens that are opened are about fifty every year: from the
aristocratic parks of the first hills and the plain to the precious gardens
that embellish the Bolognese buildings of the historic center, from the
spaces designed by well-known landscape designers or cared for over
time by the owners with taste and dedication until to simpler corners of
greenery, characterized by familiar and collected atmospheres, and to
the exciting fragments of vegetable gardens that recall the large
cultivated portions, which were inside the walls in past centuries.
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The Biografilm Festival - International Celebration of Lives is a film festival
held in June in Bologna. The festival, whose first edition is in 2005, is the
only world event entirely dedicated to biographies and life stories.
The festival is held in the headquarters of the Cineteca di Bologna, at the
Manifattura delle Arti.
Outside the Biografilm Festival hall is the Biografilm Park which is held
every year at the Parco del Cavaticcio in Bologna offering daily shows,
meetings and concerts.
A cult place in the summer, Biografilm Park offers a rich and dense program
of concerts open to the public, as well as a food space and afternoon
activities for children and teenagers. The music festival is the real heart of
Biografilm Park and every year offers a dense program of concerts that
bring together the best of independent Italian and alternative bands and
exclusive international guests.
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Long is the list of markets present in the
city, from the ancient Quadrilatero market,
the Herbs market, to those of antiques,
vintage, Christmas, the Petronians and
many others.
The "Quadrilatero" is an area located in the
heart of the historic center of Bologna
animated by an artisan, mercantile and
commercial tradition dating back to the
Middle Ages. From the high perspective
vaulted ceilings, leaving the elegant Piazza
Maggiore behind, you enter the narrow and
fragrant alleys of the ancient market of
medieval origin with the characteristic
"holes". In this area there are specialized
crafts and commercial activities with a long
tradition; shops in which families, from
generation to generation, have often
handed down the craft and have
maintained the continuity of goods or
stores where the furnishings and historic
architecture have been preserved.
The Antiques Market is held on the second
Saturday and second Sunday of the month.
Small stalls, antiques, collectibles are
exhibited on the stalls located in the square
in front of the Basilica of Santo Stefano and
in the adjacent streets.
From walking sticks to postcards, from
dolls to old laces, from photographic
material to past magazines.
Christmas markets take place every year, in
Strada maggiore and on the sides of the
Cathedral.
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Sips and Bites of
nocturnal Bologna
We will discover the oldest Osteria in the
city, preparing the table of wines and
cutting boards. Following immersion in
the Bolognese night life

https://bolognaaccommodation
.it/sorsi-e%20morsi-dellabologna-notturna/
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Adorned
with
hidden
gardens, sinuous hills in
which to find refreshment,
ancient paths such as the Via
degli Dei, the city is tinged
with green.
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The Botanical Garden is one of the oldest in Italy. It was founded in 1568
thanks to the initiative of Ulisse Aldrovandi (1522-1605).
After several changes the garden found its definitive location in Via Irnerio
42, in the heart of the University area. It occupies an area of about 2
hectares with a rectangular plan reaching the ancient city walls.
Nowadays, the Botanical Garden follows two different exhibition criteria:
on one hand, the presentation of individual collections of particular quality
and, on the other hand, the reconstruction of natural environments where
different plant species are associated similarly to what happens in nature.
The garden also has four greenhouses, two tropical - one of which is semiunderground - and two of succulent plants. In a small greenhouse there is
a collection of insectivorous plants.

G R E E N

A R E A S

PAGE 33/

A N D

S U R R O U N D I N G S

I

G I A R D I N I

M A R G H E R I T A

Giardini Margherita is the most popular
city park in Bologna, and with its 26
hectares, it is also the largest one.
It has been Inaugurated in 1879 with the
name of "Passeggio Regina Margherita",
the park has kept much of its original
structure, being inspired by English
romantic parks.
During the works for the park construction,
in the area came to light an Etruscan burial
ground, from which comes the valuable
travertine tomb that can be admired in the
fields of the central lawn. A curiosity, about
the southern side of the lake is the short
stretch outdoor that still makes the
ancient Savena canal (1176), one of the
waterways that once characterized the
city.
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The Sanctuary of San Luca, stands on Colle della Guardia, it has been for
centuries a symbol of Bologna as well as an object of religious worship.
It is connected to the city center by a road that, starting from Porta
Saragozza, winds for four kilometers in a colonnade, that with its over
600 arches, is the longest in the world and, with the other arcades of the
city in the 2019 has been candidated to become UNESCO World
Heritage.
Since 1433, during the Ascension Week, the colonnade has been traveled
from a procession that leads the Byzantine Madonna and Child to the
cathedral, The portico was built starting from 1674. The construction of
the sanctuary church, started during the 18th century, in order to
replace an earlier fifteenth-century building.
From the sanctuary you can enjoy a wonderful view of the surrounding
landscape. In addition, the opening from 2017 of the panoramic terrace
allows, at a height of about 42 meters above the level of the Colle della
Guardia (300 m above sea level), to admire a unique view of Bologna, at
180 degrees, from the hills, to the center and Casalecchio di Reno.
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The Gessi park and the Abbadessa badlands
are located at the first hills south-east of
Bologna, between the Savena, Zena, Idice
and Quaderna torrents. There are over 130
caves and the typical badlands of
Abbadessa, which joins the marly relief of
Monte Arligo to via del Pilastrino, through a
narrow ravine that separates the Rio
Centonara valley from the Rio Ciagnano
valley.
Thanks to the fascinating geological
formations that determine the great variety
of
landscapes,
environments
and
microclimates, the Park is characterized by
an environmental richness which is reflected
in a wide biodiversity for the numerous
plants and animals adapted to the various
habitats; one example above all, at least 17
different species of bats.
Regarding man presence, the traces of the
ancient villages and important monasteries
of the past are now lost, there are some
isolated churches in the countryside or small
oratories like Madonna dei Boschi, where you
can admire the beauty of the ancient Villa
Miserazzano, near the Croara.
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There are many places to visit nearby to make
a short trip out of town and get to know the
Bolognese district and each with its
specialties. Not to be missed are Dozza,
Rocchetta Mattei, Monteveglio:
Dozza medieval village is one of the hundred
"most beautiful villages in Italy", is located
south of Bologna, 6 km from Imola and is
located on the crest of a hill overlooking the
valley of the Sellustra river and gently
descending towards the via Emilia.
In Dozza, art becomes an urban landscape
and decorates the walls of houses, streets and
squares, flooding every corner with light and
different styles and colorful foreshortening
Rocchetta Mattei rises in the green area of
the Tuscan-Emilian Apennines, along the road
between Bologna and Porretta Terme.
Built in the 19th century by Count Cesare
Mattei on the ruines of an ancient medieval
castle of Matilde di Canossa, it is characterized
by an eclectic style that blends Gothicmedieval and Moorish influences creating a
building with a unique and curious
appearance.
Monteveglio was considered one of the most
important fortress of the area, the tower and
the abbey stand on top of the hill where the
city is located and that bring us in mind an
era of clashes and sieges.

A R E A S

PAGE 36/

...thank you, hope you
enjoyed the guide!
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Walking tour unveiling Bologna https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experienceA taste of the typical street food of the
Romagna area will complete our
eng/walking-tour-unveilingexperience.
bologna/
Sips and bites of
nocturnal Bologna
Nightlife tour and typical bolognese
aperitivo

Lamborghini
a myth to be discovered
A perfect meeting place to get in touch with
the showiest and the most determined
italian bull.

Custom-made Bologna
The tour that fits your wishes. A
customizable itinerary of the streets of the
historic center.

Bolognese pantry
We will take you to the Bolognese
markets. From the historic market of the
Quadrilatero to the open markets,

https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experience-eng/sipsand-bites-of-nocturnalbologna/
https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experienceeng/lamborghini-a-myth-tobe-discovered/
https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experienceeng/custom-made-bologna/
https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experienceeng/markets-in-bo/

Bologna over the walls
An excursion beyond the ancient city walls
to find the most splendid viewpoints where
you can relax outdoors.

https://bolognaaccommodati
on.it/en/experienceeng/bologna-over-the-walls/

